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To that numerous and valuable 
part of the inhabitants of the Bri- 
tish Isles who occupy the paths of 
industry in all their directiomy 
but more particularly those in the 
counties of Chester and Flint. 

My Worthy Countrymex, 

possessing neither wealthy ranky 
nor infiuencCy and strangers alike 
to the pen of adulation and the 
voice of flattery y the language of 
dedication must of course be new 
to yoUy and will pivbably, in this 
instancCy be so to others. 

A Bardy born as humbly as the 
humblest amongst yoUy now ad- 
dresses you ; and in so doing y can 



vi 

have no other object than your hap- 
piness : with this view he celebrates 
a day that must always be gratis 
fying to you — a festival peculiarly 
your own ; and while he introduces 
it in thesrqeet andfancyful language 
of song J conveys at the same time 
to your minds so7ne pleasing truths 
not generally knozvn^ which zvill en- 
able you to contrast the happiness 
of your ameliorated situation with 
the bondage and misery of that of 
your remote ancestors; enhanced 
also as it is by the consoling and 
encouraging ciixumstancCy that at 
this time, and in this country, 
Fame^ yijffiuence, aiid even Coro- 
fiets, are in the ?*each of Virtue^ 
Industry^ and Intellect, hoxcever 
obscure the origin of their posses- 
sors ; and of this truth every in- 
telligent person can point out liv- 



ing instances. 






The Muse also, while she endea- 
ours to give you an hour^s ra- 




* • 
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tional amusement, and a wholesome 
laugh at the vagaries of the pass- 
ing day, introduces f^r your imita- 
tion a meritorious character, by 
the name of Mary Dod, in order 
to impress on your minds the pre- 
sent as well as future felicity of 
possessing a List of Merits, and 
(to the honour of human nature be 
it spoken) faithful copies of her 
mental worth are frequently to be 
found in the humblest situations, 
in all countries, and in real life. 

/ have now, my worthy Com-^ 
patriots, but one wish to add to 
those for your welfare, viz. that it 
was in my power to present every 
one of you (numerous as you are) 
with a Copy of Gayton Wake. 



GAYTON, 

A Village delightfully situated on the Wir- 
nd side of the aestuary of the Dee,* a short 
distance from Parkgatc, and about twelve 
miles from Chester. 

WAKE, 

A well-known rural festival, generally held 
on the Saint's day, to which the parish church 
is dedicated ; or after which, it is called, the 
Memoricc Martyrum of past times, and the 
Gxcijl Mahsant of ancient Britain and of 
Wales. — A Chesliire Wake is by no pen so 
well described as. by that of the author of 
the Chester Guide, in 1789* 

The tree of kospitaUty is seldom oirt of 
blossom in Cheshire ; but, at those seasons 
commonly called JVakrSy it is in full bearing. 



* It appears from a Ode of Tudur AlcH, to the 
Casllc ot' Crogen, in Edeirnion, that this river was 
aucieiuly called Ptraidd, the sweet or delicious. 

" Mae breuddwyd am Beryddon, 
" Yr ai (jaer hir ar gwrr hon. 
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This is a sort of Carnkal, when nothing but 
eating, drinking, and good-fellowship abound ; 
it is 'then the lads and lasses assemble, in 
their holiday finery, and, with ^eflr^« lighter 
than their heels, dance away the cares of the 
year. — The luxuriancy of a wake table is 
not easily described ; Sirloins, rumps, legs, 
and, in short, solids of every description, and 
of the best kinds, with a profusion of pud- 
dings, pies, tarts, custards, 8fC. ad infinitum^ 
of the richest qualities, present themselves at 
one view, and, during the whole day, are ex- 
posed to the attacks of every comer! As 
this is the practice of all houses, of the least 
respectability, a man must have a commodi^ 
OHS craw indeed to do any substantial justice 
to the bounty of his friends — rendered the 
more agreeable by the ungarnished simpli- 
city, plainness, and freedom, with which it is 
offered : — In a word, Hospitality may be said 
to be caterer — Hearty-welcome , cook — and 
Sincerity, president of the board. — Ceremony 
second-cousin to the family 1 



An Essay on FedigreCj 



OR THE 



DESCENT 



OF 



^RS. M^KF HfOI^, 



I am well aware that the annexing the 
word descent to the name of an bumble, 
though worthy and industrious, cake-woman, 
who lived some years ago in Handbridge, one 
of the suburbs of Chester, will excite a con- 
nderable degree of commotion in that class 
of society where a Great Grandfather is ge- 
nerally knavan ; but that Mary Dod was 
descended from somebodi/y had, I think, on 
their part, better be admitted, as a refusal 
will answer no purpose of pride whatsoever ; 
for in that case, Mary, like a certain Poli- 
tician, would be " Heaven born,'' and con- 
sequently vastly superior to every thing earth- 
ly, as well in descent as dimensions. 



. XI 

Hugh Lupus the first, the gteat/and^h^ 
fat* Eari of Chester, in 990/ coterhporajy 
and consan^ineous with the Kotmah CoA- 
qiieror, was undoubtedly tie first ancestor' 
of Mart Dod ; that, consistent with the' 
rules oDserved in these things^ can,' with pro- 
priety, be mentioned ; for in tracing descents; 
nope but the great are ever heard of— and I 
haye as little doubit as to her maternal iori^ii' ' 
from a daughter of LleonGawr, or the Gi'aiit. 
from whom Albius Marecticus supposes that 
Chester was called by the Britons Caerlleon,f 
and whose skeleton, nine feet in length, was 
dug up a few years ago, in Peppclr-street.— 
And few people will, I hopej be disposlsd ' 
to controvert the idea, that undiminished 
bulk is in this case, at least, good presumptive ' 
evidence of undegenerated desk^ent: Lewisi 
Glyn Cothi has laughably described the heir 
of a race of heroes, who, unable to lift one 
of the helmets of his ancestors, lie considered 



♦ See Page 25. 

t It .is impossible not to smile at the Etymological 
attempts in the derivatives ot Towns in ont English 
Dictkonaries* bowj^er otbenviie valuable^ for want of 
knowing the origmal voice of Britain. 
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^ a libel upon pedigree, and when I ^nottf 
that the blades of Llewelyn ap Giyffydd; iiiid 
H. liUpus's swords were 4 feet long, dnd see 
the bearers of names that shine in histoiy irf 
this predicament, I enter a mentdl cabedi 
against the correctness of their descent, tod 
conclude that blood, from such sdources, nnisi 
have been, though it is to be hoped not irre^ 
parably, adulterated ; this deterioration con- 
sidered, it is melancholy to think, that while 
our Bakewelis are busy in improving the Aaf* 
tnal world — in the kumariy every thing falls 
before' the altar of Plutus, persohail charms 
and mental powers are over-ruled by a rent- 
roll, and Deformity itself is straitened by ' 
Bank stock — but particular cases cannoi - 
affect our general fame ; and the Despot of 
France is compelled to confess, that Britain, 
single handed, is able to cope with the world« 

I shall not, however, depend altogether on 
the congenial corpulence o{ this Count Pala- 
tine, and his descendant Mart Doo, though, 
that is a weight^/ argument ; the name also in 
such an investigation, is a powerful auxiliaryi 
the word Gros (fat) Lupus being a Frencin 
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4nan, was truly descriptive of his personal 
rotundity, and the idea which it conveys, still 
lives in the names of several opulent farailicb 
in this county, all easily recognised by a few 
minutes attention to the subject ; and though 
-the surname Dod is now a little remote from 
its original sound, yet to those who con- 
sider the lapse of a thousand years, and the 
total inattention of general life to pronun- 
ciation, this objection will immediately va- 
nish, and the softening Gros or Gro into 
Do J), by those, who, by Pomfret mean Pon- 
tefract, and improve Deoit into Dirt, 
Droitwich in Dirtwich, cannot but be as- 
sented to ; indeed, one ancient, local race, 
in whose name the word in question is to be 
found, must be excluded from any claims of 
affinity with Mary, (though this or the first 
family in Britain would be honoured by an 
alliance with so much worth) as their name 
is said to have commenced in a great official 
situation (Grand Chasseur) under this Jle- 
guH, and their Crest, a Talbot Argent, rather 
fiivors this supposition. 

This chieftain (Lupus) though in every 
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Jthiug where self was concerned, indulgent to 
excess, was, with respect to others, a perfect 
verification of his descripti\'e cognomen, and 
of the adage " Honto in Hominem Lupus," 
4ind the Bonaparte's and other tormentors of 
the world in our day, would do well to pon- 
der the few, though emphatic words, by 
which an ancient historian J describes the ca- 
reer of this illustrimts savage, and its clofe. 
^' Hugh Lupus, upon the fall of his collea- 
gue quitted the isle, built a castle at Ban- 
gor, ravaged the promontory of Llyn, so that 
it was desolate for seven years, returned to 
Chester, and tAen died;'* and whether they 
will not wish that their last hour may be like 
that of his descendant, Mary Dod, in pos- 
session of a LidT OF Merits, and full of 
the consoling consciousness of having blest ail 
within her power, rather than like that of 
Lupus, loaded with crimes and curses, enter 
an eternity where virtue onft/ is of value. 

It must, however, be admitted, that he 
lived in an age, the ferocity of which, in 



t Caradoc, h well known antienf lubtorian. 
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some degree, palliated his enormities, an age 

urhen it vraa not uncommon to 

" Wade through Slaughter to a Throne ;" 

And when it is considered thsit greatness on\y 
is the object of record in pedigrees and escut- 
cheons. It appears a little extraordinary, 
that in the heraldry of Cheshire, there is now 
hardly a trace of the favorite symbol of this 
petty potentate. Azure, a Wolf's* head erased 
Argent ; and I should be inclined to atri- 
bute this to a virtuous abhorrence of his 
atrocities, were it not that a great and opulent 
family, in the north of England, still proudly 
display a Chevron, between three small-tooth 
combs sable, in a field Argent ; because it 



• The heralds in this singular instance, were pro 
bahly aware ol the total inaplicability of the family 
symbol to this improved branch of it ; they therefore, 
about two centuries ago^ and I must confess witli 
much consonant propriety, assigned to it, a Dodo, 
or iMonk'Swan, with the appropriate Motto, Sine Ma-^ 
rulai as its armorial bearing ; hut as this branch of 
the Dods is supposed to be now extinct hy the death 
of Mrs. Mary TJod, sine prole ; this circumstance- 
cannot be wri/ material : though I forsee, eoen now, 
that this diitiiict Coat of Arms may give rise to new 
mistakes among genealogists and topographical his- 
torians. For their sakes, therefore, I mention it.— 
See more upon this subject in iNiote Page 55, 
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has been fortunate enough to discover an an- - 
ccstor in the barber of his Cousin " Gulkl'" 
mus cognaminc bastardus* ,** 

And though I have rested at that notorious 
epoch (the conquest) that neplus ultra beyond 
which few genealogists are hardy enough to 
stir, but silently acquicss in, " Further 
the deponent knowcth not." I shall not give 
up the rhace, but proceed in my endeavors 
to ascertain a point that cannot but be of 
consequence to the world and posterity— the 
Descent of Mary Dod; ibrtunatelvforMA- 
ry's grandeur, tliou^h calamitous to Europe 
in general, an event has recently happened, 
(the French Revolution) which has thrown 
much light upon this bubject, and enabled nie 
to trace INlary not only to regal but antedi- 
luvian ancestry, as appears by the following 
document, of undoubted authiiuicity—in the 
iirst year of Freedom (as it was called) a 
troop of banditti, in ranj>acking one of the 
Chateau's of the /.e Cros tamily, discovered 
a painting of the deluge ; above the surface 
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of the water there appeared a head and an 
arm, holding a roll of parchment, with a 
label issuing out of the mouth, thus inscribe 
ed *' O save the records of the ancient fa- 
mily of the Le Gros ;" but I candidly own 
that I find no notice taken of the person to 
whom they were intrusted : —and who is it 
that does not know that Philip le Gros, an<i 
others of this race, were Kings of France. 

This family not being confined to France 
and the British Isles, straggling branches of 
it have been occasionally found in different 
parts of Europe, but the soil most congenial 
to its welfare is Cheshire and South Britain, 
where it still flourishes with redundant lux- 
uriance, notwithstanding the pressure of the 
times, so much so, that bloated with its fa- 
vorite food, roast beef, it laughs at the frog- 
like degeneracy of the French branch of the 
Dods, which does not fail to retort the old 
national allusion of John Bull. — This old 
and neighbourly irritation began about six 
centuries ago, hssjlourishcd ever since, and 
seems destined to be eternal— both branches 

c 
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bang afflicted with a disease which Dr. Bio-^ 
dum would call a Pietkorapkokioj and haTing* 
no idea of parrying off its effects by a raiiomal' 
r^iMKMy have recourse to a copious penodicat 
phlebotomy; which, acting upon the system* 
as an Anodyne, the irriioHom gradually ceases,- 
and a temporary qmetum takes place, duringf 
v^ich, both branches comdecend to behead asr 
and- to admit each other into, the rank of 
hman creatures, they then revert again into 
Frog and Bull, Lion and Monkey^ and vice 
rerstu 

In the north and' west of Britain, where ' 
Nature herself is all Bone and Sinew, there^ 
are but few of the Don family, in the for- 
mer, however, one instance is within every 
body's recollection, I mean that fat and jocoser 
politician, the late Simon Lord Lovat ; in 
Wales also, the founder of a regal tribe, Rhys- 
ap Tewdwr Mawr, and Edmmen BendezCy were 
cousins.- I' also find a few of them among 
the votaries of the Muses, as Adda Vrdsy 
Madog Benvras, and the Jeuan Dais of Cyd- 
zre/i, father and son, all additions indicative 
of fat ; this b the more wonderful; as these- 



xix 

'^Ladies are proverbially remarkable for starv* 
ing their devotees, and the corpulence of 
these fortunate few, can only be account- 
ed for by a plentiful participation in the hos* 
pitality which they sung ; but after all, the 
paucity of their numbers, in a long series of 
years, is a melancholti proof thsXfat and in* 
^piration are seldom found to follow. 

That extreme corpulence has not escaped 
the jocular sallies of youthful levity, even in 
Attic Countries, many authors inform us, and 
that it was infamous to he fat"* at Laced ae- 
raon, is unhappily no secret ; and I wish I 
£ould add that the politeness off Courts, of 
improved Europe, even in the eighteenth 
century, had been free from this fault, but 
that it was not so, the following anecdote is 
a proof :— Lord Orford tells us, that his re- 
lative. Sir Robert Walpole, having, in a mer- 
ry minute, called the late Queen a fat b — h, 
the lapsus lingua was immediately conveyed 
to her ear by an officious Courtier, who 
happened to be present ; but upon Sir Ro- 
Jbert's moving, and by his influence, carrying 
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an amendment fpr increasing her Majesty's 
proposed settlement, of fifty, to a hundred 
thousand per annum ; she very good humour- 
edly sent him word, that the fat b — h had 
forgiven him. Our manners, are, however, 
I am happy to say, at least in high life, much 
improved since that period, and a late well 
known attachment has done much in this 
way, not only for corpulence but for age itself* 
and future times will remember, to the credit 
of the present, that they have given birth to 
the liberal and alliterative toast, " Fat, Fair, 
and Forty." 

Having thus traced Mary Dod to peo- 
ple notoriously known, I have, I hope, not 
only proved that she had ancestors, but 
that she was (in the language of Genealo- 
gists) well descended ; though I have myself 
doubts, whether I can describe her family 
as in the practice of general life, with respect , 
to opulence, however acquired, by the words 
good family ; and such, indeed, is my (per- 
haps eroneous opinion upon this subject) that 
I would advise all the individuals of this race, 
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to leave Hugh Lupus in the Chapter-house, 
like another Rhinoceros, a perpetual and pro- 
ductive theme to the exhibitors of that beau- 
tiful piece of masonry, and not to stir beyond 
Mary Dod ; for I can find nothing on the 
whole Genealogical tree that Virtue can con- 
template with common patience, save Ran- 
dolph the good and Fifth Earl of Chester.— 
Nothing so worthy, so amiable, as Mary ! 

But if Mary was inferior to her Great 
Grand Papa, Lupus, in Grandeur and Am- 
bition, she was much his superior in sound 
sense ; and however honourable and truly . 
valuable a succession of worthy ancestors 
may, and ought to he, yet the useful, though 
humble pilgrimage of Mary, and its happy 
termination, is a practical and exemplary 
proof, that a list oi personal merits is infinitely 
before the proudest pedigree : and it ought 
to be matter of grateful exultation to the 
children of humility, that this blessing is in 
their reach, as well as in that of the peer — 
nay, that in their possession, it acquires an 
additional value, from the circumstances of its 
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.acquisition being attended with a little inoye 
difficulty. — ^That the child of affluence, bom 
on the lap of indulgence, who has no other 
effort to make for the gratification of every 
wish, to satiate every appetite, than to ring 
a belJ — is not a highwayman— is surely no 
great merit— but he, that born in the midst 
of privation, whose probationary path is ob- 
structed with every difficulty — who surmounts 
them with unsullied integrity, and does his 
dvt^i sheds upon his List of Merits a lustre, 
to which that of the former, must, of neces- 
sity, be comparatively cloudy ; this is indeed, 
the Virtus in arduis, the Cj/wirdeb mewn cif- 
yngder ; and be who has thus reached the 
apex of the. pyramid, has attained that Acme 
of existence, which is the aim of Divines, the 
wish of Moralists, and the theme of Poets. 

And they who behold the world and hu- 
man nature with the eye of mind and retros- 
pect, know that however selfish and worth- 
less pride may wish, or indeed be compelled 
to lean on the merit of others, that however 
their retrograde claims may be favored by the 
undiscrirainating acquiescence of inconsider- 
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ate people ; know also, that that are exactly 
in the ^tuation of the empty boaster, to 
whom the reply of an honest Irishman, waa 
a genuine Intism, % and they are also convinc- 
ed, by the experience of ages, that the Se^ 
K<mrs and the NtuMiu, the Mcmttnorencitga,ai 
the Howards ; nay, even the oldest Aborri' 
guK race amongst us, can find nothing in the' 
lustre of descent of more intrinsic price,'th'aB 
fried- worth, however situated, of more dura- 
ble value, than ^urful virtue, however humble. 
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Villains,* yes — our annals prove, 
That this was long your name. 

Though Scandars self, with all her eyes, 
Could nothing find to blame. 



* Villains, from w7/r», a village, in old records ; 
servile tenants, tbe jmri naiivi or tillers of the soil, 
who, like the cattle attached to it, were conveyed £(S 
an appurtenance (as appears from the Chartutoi Ven- 
ditorum homitmm so frequently met with) at the will 
of the proprietors, who at this time lived on their 
estates, and generally in fortified mansions, exercising 
a jura regalia, condemning and executing on a gal- 
Jows of their own ; and of so little value was humble 
life at this period, that I find by the ChurtitForata, 
that killing one of the King's deer was ponis^hcd with 
loss of life, while a murder was <ommuted by au'fu- 
^i:lJ, or entitled to benefit of clergy. 

B 



The Muse now hails your h^ipier days; 

Delighted calls you friends^ 
And pleas*d, from Anron's,* clife her views. 
To you and Ga}*ton bends. 



In tkis mUcrable state are the peasantrr ia <tbe 
Korth of Europe hmt ; for M. Segar, a Frendi an- 
thor, informs ns, that the late Eacipress of Roasia 
Kmrt 0v0Vt at different times, aaionf sixteco fanmr- 
ites, vast tracts of conntrj, includii*^ a popvlatiaii of 
79,000 ; and the better to enable mj voithy coon- 
tryinen to appreciate iheir ameliorated situatioa, J 
sliall transcrioe an account of the sUre timde carried 
on in this country by their Saxon Ancestors. ** There 
is a town called l^ridtston (Bri^itol) opposite to Ire- 
land, and extremely convenient for tnudsn^: with that 
country, wbioh 4s a Ban for &*aves coUected ftom all 
parts of Knglaud. and p^rnculaHy young women, 
fthom that t^rmre ta f*r^;ri^e t;itk a prtgujHcy in ps-^ 
der ti» tnkancc thtir t\riar. It was a most moving 
Night to >ee in the public markets row* of youn|^ pct^ 
pie. of both sexes, of gront beauty, and in the flowcr 
of their \outh, tied togetlier with rope$, diiKy prosri. 
tuted— daily sold ! execrable fart— wretched dis- 
grace ! n:eu. unniindiul even of t!ie affectitxi of the 
bnite creation, deliver into slavery lhc:r relations^ 
and even their very odE^oriOg.— liu M. Wul^btan, ia 
^ngiia Sicra it. V5d. He d:ed Bi^jp of Wurce^er 

in 1055. 

In later nre'? this word Vit:::ii has been inverted 
in its moaning, and is now a:»;»l:ed calv to the oS- 
sprins of turpitude. 

• CaruarvjusLirc. Xj:l!i\Va!c>. 




The day opcM. 



She loves, the joys, of rural life. 
The paths by peasants trod, 

Partakes unseen their harmless mirthy 
And sings of Mary Dod» 

Up rose the sun — the sky was clear,- 
And gently ebb'd the Dee* : 

The winds of Heaven were fast asleep, 
Though Gayton all was glee. 

The lads of Wirral f eamc in crowds,.. 

The n^'jnphets^ neat and trim ; 
To stay at home on such a day^ 

Is very near a sin. 



♦ This river nscs in*^]VIeribnethsLire, runs through 
the bcantitul'va!^ of Kdeimida and Glyndwrdwy, 
passes \ht rums of the monastery of Bangor, and falk 
into the sea bcFow Cliester. 

t Wirral— -That projection of Ch<^shire which di- 
vides the estuaries of the Dee and the Mersey. Its 
present name is evidently the echo of Gwrri, froju 
the orignial and dcicriptive British CU Gwrri; or 
corner of retreat. 

t Drayton, speaking of Cheshire, dcsciibes hitr 
dbnghters by this endearing diminutive :—• 

And «f the nvmpliets.ipor^f the)«,-- 
IB Wiml and lu Deluxierev 



dU«^M«a 



A Uftt to hl||k Bfc« 

And Love, who never miss'd a wake^ 
Brought quivers fiU'd with darts ;. 

He's much to do on all' such days, 
And wound;} a world of hearts* 



And Cambria's youth from Edwin's* diorer- 

An annual voyage take ; 
What lass would stay on that side Dee, 

When Love's at Gay ton Wake. 

Nor ye despise a country wake, 
Who crowd the fetes at Frogmcfre, 

Who wheel from Brighton up to town, 
And then wheel down to Bognor. 

It much behoves you mighty folk, 
Would hurry deign you leisure. 

To think that life, your constant wake, 
Be pass'd in harmless pleasure. 



♦ The Flintshire side of the estuary of the Dee : 
this district was about 1200 the property of Edwin, 
founder of one of the fifteen tribes of North Wales, 
thence called Lord of Englefield, the Anglicised 
echo of its British <;ompoimd name. Teg con^l, or 
the fair corner. 



Mut Dod vrifts M Gtytoo. 



Youth, m^i^oodV w^ even childbood cum!^ 

To share this jocund day ; 
The hedges shone with gaudy shops. 

And Gayton ail was ^y. 

Dwarfs, giants, idayers, learned pig/ 

With other creatures odd ; 
Tht Dee.brought cargoes rich with cakes. 

And with thepa Mab.t Doir. 



• GAYTON. 

To be Shewn at the Black Horse, 
Bf Ktl MIdiolscm, tlw Proprietflr* 

THAT MOST ASTONXSHIHG OF ALL ANIMALS* 

THE LEARNED PIG, 

From Chiuiiig Ctoiy. 

No sooner arrived at Chester, than the curioas of all 
degrees resorted to see him ; and all agree that the 
powers of the orator, and the pen of the writer, fall 
infinitely short of a judicious inspection of this won- 
derful curiosity.— -A few months alter the Wake the 
foUowing paragraph appeared in several papers :— 

The Leartted Pi^.—i This animal is said to have 
made more than ahy^ actor or actress within the same 
tine ; and we have no doubt but our readers will be 
sorry to hear that he is dead, and that his master is 
-confined in a mad-house at Edinburgh.— Too much ' 
learning, we suppose, bad driven tlie pig mad^so^bo^ 
bit his master ! 



When Mart first approach'd the place. 

To get on shore was trying;' 
That «Ae. was there, on every voice. 

Through all the Wake was flying. 

A crowd coir*cted — bought her cakesy • 
They gaz'd till they were weary, • 

Arfd they who'd of the Mammoth* read; 
Concluded it was Mary. 



* A huge animal, now anknovm, and to which are 
said to have belonged the skeletons of vast magni- 
tude, which have been frequently found 'in 'Siberia, 
Russia, Germany, and N. America, as well in the 
mQsntafns as valleys ; ■ specimens of which ma^ be 
seen in the Imperial Cabinet «it Peter»burgh, British, 
Royal Society, Levorian and Dr. Hunter's Museoros. 
This animal, says 'Mu Iter, in his litcuel ties Vot/agrs 
aU, Nord, is 4 or 5 vards high, and about 30 feet long ; 
colour, greyish ; head very long, and broad front; 
on each side, exactfy under the eyes, are two horns, 
which he can move and cross at pleasure : in walk- 
ing he has the pm\'er of expending and contracting 
liis body to a greardogree. Audther author, I^bran- 
des Ides, gives a similar- account ; but he acknow- 
ledges that lie did not know any person who had 
seen the crcat^ire alive. Mr. Pennant, howeveiy 
thinks it " nx>re than probable tliat it still exists iu 
remote parts of the new continent impenetrated yet - 
.by Kuropieans ; adding, that Providence continues 
every croated species } aud nc arc ^surcd that n^ ' 



Her waist, iVhat Muse can measure that ; 

Her arms were those of Chudleigh •• 
Her face — ^^-the moon when at the full, 

Yet sweet as that of Sedley. f 



jracQof animaU will any more cease while the earth 
remaioetli than ** seed time and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, day and night/' 

.The skeleton of the Mammoth (for so the incogni- 
turn has been called ) bespeaks an animal of 5 and ^ 
time the cubic volume of the elephant, as M. de 
3uffon has admitted ; and to whatever creature these 
jreraains belong, it is certain such a one has existed 
ill America ; and (hat it was the largest of all terres- 
trial beings yet known. Encyclop. 

* The late Duchess of Kingston (Miss Chndleigh) 
being stopped in her coach in London b^ a crowd of 
carriages, and wearied with waiting put down the 
glass, and leaning on her arm, pettishiy asked a 
carman how he dared interrupt one of her rank, and 
whether he did not see her arms, alluding to- those 
emblasoned on the door>pannels ; but the man totally 
ignorant as to crests and coronets, replied *' Yea, 
• madam, and damned brawny ones they are." 

Two reasons induce me to think that her Grace 
was a distant cousin of Mary Don's :-— first, she 
was em-b(m-powt ; secondly, an antiquary informs me, 
that a branch of the Dods settled in Devonshire about 
4 centuries ago ; that their family mansion was called 
Dod's le}^ since corrupted into Chudleigh. 

t Tliis lady was one of the sparklers of the gny 
-court >of Charles II. and may be clashed umong the 
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Ihd M A&T been a PniaaaA* horiir . 

Ab equal monnfaip lov'di 
The human breed, Ulce modeni beef^f 

Had been is iw unpro?'d« . 



Cheshire beauties, heme the dwighter of Sir Charicf 
Sedlejf of A jiesford, in Kent, bj the Udj C. Sovage^ 
daughter of John Earl RiTers, of Rock Savage. Bcr 
roj^ paramour created her CoonteM of Diichertcr. 
J>r. Johnson alkMles to this lady in his Vantjof Hn- 
nan Widies :— 

Aad toOrf ca^4 «e Ana 4« ik^ii s a«. 

* F. the Great of Pnusia is well known to have 
taken much pains to recruit his armj with tiie taHest 
men he could procnre : in one regiment, ditf ingoished ' 
for its stature* there was a grenadier for whom tfie king 
wished to procure a wife of equal altitude ; -and, in 
•a cooatnf excarsioos, he happily met with one to his 
mind. The King iounediately wrote a note to tha 
coounander of this regiment ; and, giving the gid a 
anm of money, ordeied her to deliver it : she, con- 
ciading it immaterial who •delivered it, hired a de- 
formed old woman for that purpose. lu contents 
-was a positive order to marry the bearer to the hand- 
some grenadier, with a portion from theXing. Upon 
his return Frederick sent foe the tall couple; and, 
asking for the bride, " herc^i am,*' <said the sqoeak- 
.ing old dame.*' " You V* said the astonished Mo- 
jiareh, ** was it yon tliat brovghtmy letter?'* <* Yes--* 
i, please your Majesty,'* replied sixty-five, "and God 
be praised -- the best day's work I ever did.*' 

t As an instance of this tEree fine oxen the largest 
fif .their kind inthii part of ihe kipgdom, .wt;re Iw^ed 



Mary*tkiiitei. 

A Brother* Ma&y has, and he 
Has wit and fat a quantum ; 

He lives, and is even now the pride 
Of Britain's Troi/nobantum.f 



by Sir John Williams, Bart, at B6dlewyddan> in 
lliDtshlre, and sold at Chester in 1801, at 75i. each. 

* A citizen, whose imn^casurabU capacity has pus- 
hed many calculators of the cube root, is now at Mar- 
gate : previous, to his vqyage he was advised to avoid 
the salt water, and told by his physician:*, that im- 
mersion might thaw all his soliJt. A letter to his lady 
he thus concludes : ** Maugre all their warnings, I 
determined to talie the leap ; and, having, with no 
little difficulty, s(|ueezed into a machine, was dragged 
to the deep. It is a prodigious fine thing, and such 
a help to appetite ! As to their be'mg amased at my 
bathing, and astonished at my stomach, wlutt't that 
to I ? One little fellu»v I hav^ silenced by my swear- 
ing ; if he says any more, I'll a^ick him between twp 
pieces of bread and butter, and eat him up like an 
anchovy : and as to all their gig about my floundering 
jn the'water, leaving a monstrons cavity in the sand* 
and that, f think I shuU silence ihem by a little poem 
of my owni which shall begin thus : — 

Wbea In the flood I k«pM, the younf whales gaz*d» 
TW dalpUii fled>— tke porpoise was amas'd . 
A ahesl ofbeniofi snde a qtrick retreat. 
Taking, against the dialky cliff they'd beat t 
lijke, wbituif , maid, would here no longer stay ; 
Crate, i^WDSj and lobsters, backwards cnwl*d Awsf* 
ThkrictBg it fi nrw UU, a foolish goU, 
First drcling tLrice arouod, dropt on nty skull^ 
While nvmerou* xvilh and lyaipcts float aroisd« 
Aftd think in I they a grevt tock have found. . 

t One ot the ancient names of London. 

C 
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l*^*^— WW!"'" 



She also shews a Sister's claim' 
To one that ionor* Leicester,^ 

And folk .will fully grant a right 
Of which tljey can't divest her- 

A Sistert too and Mary boasts, 

A race beyond reproach, 
Since London laugh'd from end to end 

When she o*eTtVLTn'd a coach. • 



♦ One of thegrealest prodigies at present in thi» 
l^iagdotu is^ Mr. Lambert of Leicester, y/hos^ Enor- 
mous wtiglit is*^46st. l^lb. 'Mr. L. .having Always 
discovered- an "aversion to be weighed, the point has 
Iteeift ^scertamed by the driver of a post cha'^s^ in 
Mhich he ro^e, having * (onknoWn to him) h4'eti T)r- 
dered t6*pa«^ over a weighing machine. l^U; L. is 
master *of IheXourltT Gaol at Leicester, and lik^ 
Mr: F. Thomas «latc keciTtr of theC4stle of Cbpster, 
is a nra^ of grrat benevoltifce r in such a siti^ajtiton a 
divinity of disposition ^iS peculiarly a, blessing. '. 

'" t AVe copy, as a c.^utlon.to^stage cpacly^cix, the 
following paragraph, which appvared in^jeveral of 
the LohaoH pajjc/s ia^he. ccMn"s^ oC this iHonth :—' 

** A few da-^s since one-of thnHauni>^r^idith stages 
v.is ovj-rturned* atK.dnnnjtJon*, .by. a v^ry. /arge loo- 
inaiiy/dn sho "was Ain.dcavourlntatb got iu. ? : 

• ♦ Cbetter Chronitley Ailg. la, 1803. 

Tlii> saTne.'l*.ci,y'Jcin-t;. in/the,pit of Covcnt-garden 
Tlicutre wlrea Alrs;i^iiiinEton (who-rs also very cor- 
piilt'iil);49a6 nidging oucr-uf her^wgttte»t airs, eX' 



a 



- • - • - •■* 

CuRuUwn* 



With this Ihige tftfc, fVdhi L^mbatd-itr^et, - 
The various m^\H wbnt luacteti, 

And Fletth<»ir* told it i!i a tfice, 
To all the West, and Jlnowdoti. 

An Essex CoUKinf once was h<!r's, 
But Death, that chief of goiaters, 

In mercy to tiie trade, entombed 
This terror of the tail6rs, 

, i 

claimed, witli many tokens of surprise, " jVly eyes ! 
Hliat a Whacker." 

* Mr. Fletcher, proprietor of the Chester Chron.*- 

f Aclieap print, common in everj cottage a few years 
back, i% i;i the ruoollection of every body ;— it was 
diviiied by a line i)» the middle ; the first part was a 
representation of Mr. Biigiit, in his cha^ir ; the other 
lliat of a person buttoning $even tailors m hjs watstr 
roat. Had Mr. Bright hcen coleiuporary with Ovid^ 
iie would of course have had precedence, the classical 
Polifflitmut having devoured onh) four. 

Mr. B. lived at Maldon, in E*sex ; weighed 616 
pounds, and died in 1750, aged ii9. 

Mr. B. once passing through the Market-place 
was much annoyed with ttie usual cry of " What d'ye 
buy?" to which he often replied, ♦• nothing, at pre- 
sent, friends." At last a butcher starts from his stall, 
and eyeing him from head to foot, cried " Well, Sir, 
though you do not want any thing, only iat/ that you 
buy your meat of me, and my fortune's made." 
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Tkt Gictft vwt GBfttB. 



From Hoylake* ball to Gayton comey 

Fine ladies — ^gentlemen ; 
They come^ my fnends, to look at you^ 

Aad Jfoaf may look at them* 

m 

And he that sightless leads the bandt 
When youth and mirth adyaoce ; 

While Charity and Health draw near. 
To bless—enjoy the dance. 

Nor you degrade your country's name. 

With base unsocial blow^^; 
But save th«n — save the sinewy arm 

For Britian's Isuthlcss foes. 



♦ A magnificent inn lately built -at the extremity 
of Wirral, by Sir J. T. Stanley, Bart, and a most 
delightful situation for sea bathing. 

t Some critics will probably say that this thought is 
Virgilian ; but it is, X think, so very natural that it 
may get into aii> other head as well as that of the 
Mantuan Bard. 

X There are few to wljomthe names of Belcher and 
Mtiudoza, ol boxing limine, are unknown. A bill an- 
nouncing an elegant entertaiiiraent of this nature 
thuH closes :— .«• ]No nioney returned after the Jirst 
rji is knocked out. 



IS 



On frumenty/ that day devoured ; 

The Muse is not enlarging. 
But places that, with other freaks, 

A rustic row, per margin. 

* Wheat boiled in miHc ; m in^bpejuoble mets at 
a Cheshire Wake : and in soch favor was this staiF of 
life held in this country* that above 50 fiunilies in it 
bear wheatsheafs, in different c<^urs and poiitionsy 
in their armorial ensigns. 

OATTOK. 

One mile heat, by asses ; with its nsnal attendant, 

Am in the exirnu, 

A race by women was won, after two heats. 
By t Vingo, called Bkck-Iegged MoB; 
who was chaired, arrayed in a smock and ribbons, 
the reward of her speed. 

A Jnmping Match, by 3 men in sacks, succeeded. 

A Pig, with its tail shaved and soaped, 
Wts caught by Tom Britcoe. 

And, as Thespis is said to have carried his players in 
a cart, so the following scene, in a waggon, by two 
sons of the plough, cloiied the diversion :— - 

j^f eanerent i^gerentque, pnuncti f^lbus ora : 

Bobbing for Apples in Alc'—Ssiting a Quart of Hot 

hasty pudding— <irinning ttirough a Collar. 

The ugliost grinner to be tite winner. 

Amongst a variety of other laughable amusements, 

For a saddU three ponies wiU ihew their high mettlo. 
And dogs try tfadr speed for a fine copper kettle i 
' Tis a tra hfttUf mind ; and a man in a sack^ • 
!« t9 run against one with a ivift oo bij back. 
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And Mer^y*^ waves btought him that beati 

On every page the palm ; 
Uniting Wisdom^s other name* 

With Gilead's healing balm. 

And TauMANf always joins the host 
Where Fun's bright cup o'fcrfloM^s; 

For Cheshire^ when she cheers her sons. 
To him resigns their woes. 



* Who is he that has not read or heard of Doctor 
Sulonioii P 

t I cure the Toblh-ache Iti twice dressing. 
This is to acquaint tiie public, with the blessing bf 
God, that I John Tkuman, see so many in distress, 
that my heart acheci ibr th(.*m ; so many unforfAnate 
creatures got u certain disorder, and lies three 
months under cure, in several parts, and not half 
cured afterwards ; liie same time if they come to me 
I will cure it in one moiitli, as well as iwetity : as for 
mercury I use n )ne. Any poor creature ihat hns got 
bad overseers, thai would r.itht'r have them dead thuh 
ulive, let them conic to UiC and 1 will cure ihem gratis ; 
let the disorder be what it will, only ihvm pay- 
int; lor the stnlT. I t.*ke iii hfind to cure scurvy, or 
any other disorder ; womcns* brf'.isls [ will cure, with 
the blessing of God, witl:out cutting them olf; a^d 
{gravel I will cure : 1 can find an herb that will break 
the stone, and give thrta fri sh e.tse. As for the gout 
and rheumatism, I can cure perfect well, with God's 
blessing. Mrs. Crosf, in Dee-laue j^ Mrs. Hanson, 
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Tlie Stone-ener* 



De Linden* a)$Q crossed the Dee, 
And brought li;is infigic rods ^ 

A foreign figui«~U»o.ugl\tful-— thjn, 
No kin of Mary Dqq's. 

He likewise came, whose monstrous maw, 

AH Wales with terror fills i 
They dread his drawing near the coa&ty 

Lest he should eat t their hills. 



in Ince, I havq cured of sore leg^ that was goiqg to 
be cut off. Mr. Roberts's son, of Warrington, t have 
cured of the king's evil^ and was tabled at Mr. Pin- 
nington's. Golden Lion, while under cure. I cured 
several gentlemen in this town of the venereal ; I am 
dworn to keep secret 'several years ago: I give tnem 
a fine sweat after tbiey are cured, to t^ke all disorders 
out of their blooil. ScJre throats, or ap^ kind of coughs 
T cure in ^^hort tiin&. Twill jay a guinea JTwill 
sweat a man in the noddle ^f the market, and j^ive 
nothing,' nor rub the)h with nbllii'ng.' I'live i^t Mr. 
Bi^^le^'s y^rd*, grocer. Forest-street, West-phe^tcr. 
. . A prelate that ranks high iij'tliQ wprM of JiteraJ^ure, 
thouoht this comp6sition s9»curiou?.a5 to order a^great 
humoer to' be wqrked of, to, gi^e» his Mends. y 
- ;• .A foreign ^fjyenturer, >vha jafew years ag^ re- 
.aidc^d for a long qprif in diffi^^renft parts..of !FUtitfihire» 
and.iaij»o^d uporijQiany by ^<pretence>of disc6i{iefing 

. ♦: t Tt'h^ priginalStonQ-eater.at.thJfl.tkme amused the 
public by eating Sro:NjB>: j^irAJH BotfTS^S^.TvMB- 
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Mud teddng. 

A Graham* too, that favoured wight. 
So oft consign'd to earth ; 

For what to other men is- deaths 
To him is stili a birth. 



lEKs, &c. &c. It was, tberefoTe, no. wohdwr that 
the Cambrians trembled for tbeir cliifs ; tot to such 
teeth the bulwark and the hnstion are alile perTibii»; 
and 5uch a stomach, seconded by a lengthened 
portion of existence, would reduce the Andes, Alps» 
and Appeoines to a caput mnrtuum, 

• Da. GRAHAM, 
Earthi Hud, and Water Bathing Exhibition, for the 

cure of dueases iticnrabte by medicine. 
The Dr. for jeaas, has done every thing in his power 
publicly to recommend this natural, safe, and mostt 
radically efiicaciouH practice to mankind, by which, 
could he persuade decaying pers^ms in general to be 
wise enough to adopt it, he would in fact be a far 
greater benefactor to his fellow-creatures than ail the- 
medical men collectively, that have ever lived in the 
world have been, or than if he had built and endowed 
larger hospitals and infirmaries in every country upon 
the face of the earth, than ever yet have been found- 
ed ; for it it really impossible that any species or 
degree of foulness, disease, or corruption* can begin» 
go on, or continue in any living human, or animal 
body, that is planted naked again in the womb or 
all-tosteting bosom of our original mutber— the sweet* 
mellow, fresh, living* and life and strength-giving 
earth. The Doctor "hfw himself been buried in tbi& 
salubrious element at least two hundred times indii- 
ferentp^ts of.Che kiagdooi. 
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Dr^ Xatterfclto. 



No Bishop, Judge, or sullen Satnty 
Retains his serious powers. 

O'er such a crop of Imng lumps. 
Or talking cauliflowers.^ 

'Tis true no Katterfeltof comes, 
With jetty puss arid passes ; 

This German. on^y shew his gruhs 
To scientific classes. 



* The powdered heads of the Dr. and his compa- 
nions, wheoi their l)odies were ii^mersed. in the soil 
had very much of 'this appearance. 

t 01^. Katjiibfelto 
will sutpris6 the curjous, and religious Ladies and 
Gentlemen of Chester, beyond all description, by his 

NjSW-INV^NT^D^SoLAR MiCpOSiCQfE, 

By the help of .whiipbi he will show 50,000 lire in- 
sects,' as large as eels, in a jdrep of vinegar the size 
of a piu'is head ^ also aliove 7p,000. live insects in a 
drop of water, some of them as large* as rats and 
mice: likewise 100,000. live inserts in a drop of milk. 
He will shew the mites in cheese as large as his black 
cat 3 also a touse as laxge as an ox ; and 90,000 othfrr 
wonderful and uncommon objects, that never were 
seen before^in ^is kingdom. In short, his new-in- 
vented Solar. Microscope discovers a new world hi 
miniature, of which, the good people of this world 
have no idea. .... ,< 

Max]iy liceotioifs persons give oat that the Dr. is a 
conjuror as well as an astj^on^oo^r,^ because he stis- 
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Adrioe to tke Rnitic*. 



Ne'er envy these my humble friendsy 

Nor thus disperse your grOatS, 
Or else you'll think, in every drop, 

A Wake gone down your throats. 

O never for disgusting thijigs 

With prying eyes explore, 
But rummage Comfort's, every hoard, 

And magnify her store. 

And thank your stars that IMersey's stream, 

For once denied assistance ; 
That friendly walls confined a fiend. 

The Vulture* at a distance. 



ponds his black cat and kitttns in the air, as Maho- 
]iiet did his coffin, by the help of his grand magnet. 
But he says, that the best conjurors are those that 
turn bankrupts, pay Is. in the pound,, and afterwards 
appear as great men : and the Dr.'s having for many 
vears paid above two guineas a day for advertising 
his Sular Microscope in different London papers, when 
the day has perhaps proved cloudy, and he has not 
received money to refund this expence is a plain 
proof that he is no conjuror. 

• Charles Domf.ry, a Pole, aged 21, Brought 
to the prison of Liverpool in 1799 ; he was taken on 
board the Iloche French privateer, off" Irelaind, by 
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The Cannibal and Bear. 



From such a craw all Gayton's crowd 
Would scamper off in haste ; 

To him, even Mary's solid self\ 
Would hardly be a iasf^. 

Yet he drew nigh that iraveh — holds 
At every. Wake his station, 

As other Bears*, set out from hence, 
To close their education. 



Sir J. B. Wuiren ; and such is the voracity of this 

cannibal that nothing is rejected — cals and rals, dead 

or alive, seldom taking time tu kill them; entrails of 

dead animals, candies, soap, and wiien very hungry 

raw potatoes, grass ; and once, alter an engagen»ent, 

a man's leg. The following is one day's eating :^- 

Kaw cow's udder 41b. 

Jlaw beef 10 

Candles 'i— I61b. 

Besides five bottles of porter. 

From a letter firom Dr. {ohnso^ of Soxnenet Place toJ>r. G. Blane* 
both Commisnonera of rick and wounded seamen. 

• The travelling tutors to young jnen of rank are 
usually called hear leaders. 

Some years ago the inhabitants of a certain town 
in Cheshire, having bought a bible for their church, 
the old one becanme the perquisite of the clerk, who 
heing also a publican, and uot able to raise the siun 
demanded by the belward for bringing the dancing 
hear, so essential and productive a visitant at a Che* 
sbire Wakci recollected the old bible, and sold it to 



so 

Tte Mm tMches Hiowrftf • 



He goes with tardy rmnuet step, /^ 

At eve to meet the morrow ; 
The days that you devote to joy. 

To km are days of sorrow. 

From Torture's* tricks disgusted turn, 

My rural friends refrain ; 
O shun the laugh, however loud. 

That owes its birth to pain. 

Humanity — dear harmless Dame, 

O ne'er her precepts break ; 
Still he^ her voice, and Heaven is your's, 

A BLEST ETERNAL WaKE. 

So shall the Muse, that m^ns you well ; 

Has all your hopes at heart. 
For you to Day's illustrious source, 

An ardent prayer impart. 



procure the ways and means.'^ This event gave rise 
to the immdrtaf vtigma— " Ah ! you live at C— -n 
where they sold the Bible to buy a Bear. 

• The painful process by which these creatures are 
taught to dauce is a disgrace to a civilized country. 
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Petiuoni the otnu 



O Phoebus, may I ask a boon, 

For those that till the soil ; 
The vrorthiest part of human kind, 

The humble sons of toil. 

It is, that when through Night's dark shades, 

Thy opening splendors break ; 
Thy brightest warmest beams may shine, 

Wkerecer there's a Wake. 

These days but seldom come to bring 

To them, their annual glee ; 
O bless them, and the eve shall close. 

With songs of praise to thee. 

And Lore, who likes to see old Night 

Her ebon curtain spread, 
Intreats, that on the coiiung mom. 

Thy steeds lie long abed. 

All Britain's every patron saint. 

Shall join his wish to mine, 
That endless youth— a glorious course, 

A Giant's joy be thine. 



Now wearied Health sat down to rest, 
Even Mirth reclined her limbs, 

And Gayton's aiaiaal/atal day 
Is closed — with all it9 whims. 

Tbus.pa^ses Life — a lengthened Day, 
No power can time retard ; 

Where busy Tyre was life and glee, 
Now — not a voice is heard. 





MARY'S VOYAGE*- 

--»t:::w«ltls3mK:::»— 

The day wax'd short — the Wa'KB grew thin, 

Some sail'd adown the Dee, 
While others tugg'd against the tide, 

And row'd to Hilburee.* 

Among the first went Mary Dod, 

Her empty baskets — pelf, 
The boat would hold but little more, 

Being near vl freight herself. 



•A small inhabited Island at the eittemity of 
Wirral, where Coaliers, Coasters, &c. ride at anchor,- 
waiting tides, winds, &c. on which there was anti- 
eatly a Cell of Benediclines C9X\t^ Uilhirghexf, 
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She lands at Conoah** Qmf, 



But heavy laden though they were. 

They met with no delay; 
And Evening saw them safe on shore, 

AtConnah's crowded quay.* 

The crowded quay with laughter rung, 
('Twas soon in echo's reach) 

When Maey panting left theboat. 
And waddl'd up the beach. 

The sailors cau^t th' ungenerous joy. 
When first she came in view, 

,And swore the sea had then produced 
A creature odd and new. 

But on© whose pert and flippant tongue. 
With arKtmt wit was fraught. 

Oft whisper'd with a knoxdng smile, 
" She's better fed than taught. 



* Connali's Qaay ; situate on the Flintshire side 
the Dee, about seven miles from Chester, and four 
from Flint:— at this place vessels in the coasting 
trade wait tides, load coalsi &c. An out-port to 
that of Chester. 
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A Flan to exlublt Mary at a Siow. 



Another, who in learning stretched 

Beyond the usuai plan. 
Had read that Cockneys once had met 

To see a bottl'd man,* 

He also hop'd from Mart's sias. 
Unless deniM by Leycester,t 

Among her sixes remote to find, 
The mighty Earl of Chester. 

How Britain's antiquaries all 
Will rummage rolls and chartersi 

To find the Conqueror's modem Coz J 
Come here from all her quarters. 



* The well-known story of the bottle conjurer. 
A scheme of this nature was lately formed by some 
fcags in France, and was of course the subject of 
■uch pleasantry in thai: country : 'this was no less 
than the kidnapping Mr. Pitt during bis late resi- 
dence as a farmer near Walmcr Castle. One of the 
party swore he would shew him through the low 
countries at tivo soui a head ; another obstinately 
declared that not a man, woman, or child, shoula 
see the Great Foliticia.H imder a Ucr€f 

t Sir Peter Leycester, the Antiquary of Cheshire. 

X Hugh Lupus, Karl ^x^f^ Chester. This cousin of 
ihe Conqueror's is said by Ordericusio be so t'-^t^ 
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TIm 



Concluded now^and wdi he mig^t-^ 

The wise* were once unwaiy ; 
That crowds would come, their money pagv 

For leave to gape at Mart^ 

Even little ihmgs have towns amus*d, * 

Proclaim'd by legal organ ;+ 
The sires of barons bold unborn. 

Her spouse and Lady Morgan«t 



that he could bwdly crawl. Fsora this citcmnaftoxice, 
Mary's descent from him is highly presumptive. 

* Our great moralist. Dr. Johnson, is hy all ad- 
mitted to have been one of those who were deceived 
by that first-rate imposition, the cock-lane gKott. 

t This Orator may he seen daily in the streeyts ot 
Chester, with a great liom-book, to whjkh he ooca»i- 
ojially attaches, like the leaves of the SyhUs« the sub« 
ject he proclaims. 

X Mr. AUen, the surprising small man, and Lady 
Morgasu the windsor fairy, now at Gayton-->-These 
personages have Jong been the sgbject of conversa-- 
tioQ in polite circles, and Royalty itself has bestow- 
ed on them the most flatte^ng encomiums.^Thii 
lady, who is only 18/^. greatly surpasses the Corst>> 
can fairy in mental ability.— The Jiltle fellow is the: 
prettiest and best made creature in the world, an^ 
greatly superior to the Polish Count in a flow of 
spirits that would adorn the first bon vivant or bottle 
iMrsociate— lliis lady, it is said, is crested a Baronesy* 
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B^MMlMMkBAri 



A sulky snug c&ftteuis thehi bdth 

As on thfcy tit)t dt Creep ; 
For people uhpOESSess'd of ^n(ce 

Are very apt to p^p* 

But one deihur tHert ^id ^eifl^rt 
To d^mp this schemet'k liotidtt ; 

The showman's curiotis bdast is tain. 
Without the poW^r of triotion* 

Biit whore's the thing yet unconceiv'd, 

Thfe feriile pate to plod ; 
The huge itiachinfe in Which to move, 

The mountain, Mary Dod. 



iM-O. 



hi her Q^n rtght, by his presfetrt Majesty ; so that it 
a marriage, which is soon expected to take pUte be- 
t\vcen th^sfe iittlTe things, shoufd prove ftaitful, there 
mayj ia another generation, be seen a rac^ of Deak 
8wift's iittie people among the unbte&se, tfnd theH 
the prophecy which has been so loog predicted witl 
^onB« to pass, " The, great shail descend ffom theilf 
faeightSt and betoine eveh as tittle children." 

LAdy Morgan and Mr. Allen were introdoced to 
their MBJesties at the Qneeu's Lodge, by the )at<! 
Dr. Plunter, iti August, 1781 ; when his Majesty Wfti 
pioased to confer on her the above title, 

C'//estcr.*— Tuesday Lady M. and suite passed thro* 
this city (in h6r ladyship's oWn carriage) from Wrex- 
<liani iiiir.---What lady would uot wish to be a J3ar.<H 
mtu in her own riglu. 
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Tlie Iridi Giant. 



Seme men indeed have wonders done,. 

With Worcesteret power of steam ; 
But that which M aa y moves by land,. 

Is yet without a name. 

A chaise of some unusual heights- 
Has smuggVd* through the nation, . 

The Great O'Brien, f bom of kings. 
To many a mob's vexation* 

X Few people are ignorant of the amazing powers 
of steamy the Marquis of Worcester publi<)hed, in-^ 
1663, his " Century .of Inventions," of which the 
Steam £dgine is one, and undoubtedly his own. 

• No other word will describe a mode of travelling 
where concealment is necessarily die object, and wheie 
the traveller is totally in the dark as to die country- 
he traverses. 

t Thi« modern Goliahi in the bills which notified ' 
the exhibition of his person, annomices hi» decent 
from Brian Boreau, King of Conaught, a Monarch 
of great name in Irish history ; and his stature to be 
9.feet,iiis prototype not being taller, was inferior to 
his compatriot Ogg, King of Basan, by 2 feet. 

William Evans, the Cambrian Giant, bom at Mon- 
xuoutli, porter to King Charles the First, was 3^ yards 
lugh, anci at an antimask at Court, took Jeffery, the 
King's Dwarf, out of his pocket. 

And though in the last war an officer of rank lost 
Lis head near Dunkirk, because it soar'd above those- 
vf ■ hi4f' compfiuioQs ; yet the following paragraph^ ^ 
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A With. 

Much has the Muse, and often wished, 

That this unsettVd steeple, 
Would sometimes shew his towering self 

To poor unpenn/d peopte, 

Twould surely entertain them much, 

To see thia freak of nature's ; 
Who now and then, in playful mood^ 

Will* rear enormous creatures. 

Twould also give consoling thoughts 

In hours of want and need ; 
Their thanks to Heaven would then ascend. 

That they've not such to feed. 



iN^hich has recently appeared in several papers, prove 
that altitude is not always a misl'ortune.-— A very tall 
Gentleman was appointed to a small ship, where his 
cabin was every way inconvenient. Atter applying 
in vain to his friends to get him promoted, he at la!>t 
\trote up to the Admiralty Board, humourously slat- 
ing bis grievance, who remitted an order tor his im- 
mediate removal to a larger ship, reciting the words 
of the petitioner to tlits effect — *' Whereas A. B. of 
his Majesty's ship , has informed us, that having, 

the misfortune lo be six feet three Riches high, and 
liis cabin being neither in height nor length above 
four feet six inches, he can neither lie, sit, stand, nor 
even kneel at Uis dtvotions ; this is therefore to certify* > 

that we appoint him to the — — , a ship commodi^ 

otts for all the above purpobes. 
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A WaiU Coac^-onken* 



He must go thus from town to town. 

Or break the laws of Paul,t 
Which fix him with the fustianf folk, 

« 

If he sets out at all. 

For him the stages all are low, 

Without a trap at top ; 
A coach would thus, be Temple Bar,* 

With one colossal crop : 

Even thus — the ladies could not stir, 
At once thfe/d think hifn dead ; 

For they'd have all the trunk xtit/dny 
And those witkattty the head. 



i In 1^03, Mt. Patil of Cbesfer, estabtish^d a 
"rtage-cOach, bett^feeh tliat citv and Manchestef, and 
to the rates Of cdnveyance, added, Short passing* 
tr^ to pay 5d. per mile.-i-This sent^ftce at once tt» 
c/ttrf^dthetJiarit, drcontpeltedluni to gothewholt; way. 

t The worthy inhabitants of Mauchester Wifl uii- 
derstahd this allusion, as the Sfaffbrdians did I\ir. 
Sheridan's election toast, '* May the Manufactures 
of Stafford (shoes) be trainpled n(»on," as highly 
honourable to their industry atid exettion. 

• One of the City Gates in London, iipon whicU 
<he heads of State offeiiders are placed. — "Those 
of fhe Lords w4o snftered for their cuucera in ti^ 
*ebeUioB ia lV45, were tW la*. 
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And tljiQi^b with great and much adq. 

We mgkt pack up a Giant ; 
Long Acref yet has no^hinj; built 

For Mary's limbs — unpliant. 

The Wool-hall * wagon's spacious womb. 
He thought no harm in trying ; 

A tUng which Brita^i's sons alonc^ 
Could e'er suspect ofjfying^ 

♦ 

And here one thoi^ht coxw>Vd hixQ nuicb. 

Which in his p^t^ he found ; 
That Mary being a Uving ton. 

They could not charge jper/H>^(f. 

But then the guardians of ^ road 
Would daim a swaging i sbaie ; 

For Elephants i and Mary JDod, 
Must pay for wear and tqar* 



TT" 



f A street in London ioh^hitod by coaoh-Bu^n* 
* The Chebter fiyiug atage-waggon to Ijom^oa, 9ot» 

oat fcom this place. 

$ Mrs. St. John coming out of the opera-house, a 

door keeper called out Mrs. Swinging's coach ; hi^r 

~Bppeaca«ce (being verj fat) coofirniing the mistaite, 

the laugh was general. 
«4 As thecarayaos which cootaio.the £lfipl)^t8,i|p4 
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Hold Muse, nor thus be broaching hints. 
For those that cany chairs ; 

The/11 raise a rate of sixpence more 
On Aldermen and MaycM^ 

Sedifion too may seise the |e^ 

The cause, unequal pay ; 
And fear possess the vxU-fed * folk, 

When told that they must weigh. 

How Chester and its rowsf will ring 

With new and curious tales, 
When ladies come from Cow-lane end. 

And squat into the scales* 



other curioas animalab from £xeter*Chfinge, London, 
were going from Lincoln to Louth, they were stopped - 
by George Keate, the turnpike-man, at Wragby tol^ 
bar, who insisted upon their being weighed ; and 
the caravan containing the elephants, accordingly 
was 16 cwt. over weight, for which he charged the ' 
proprietor penalties to the amount of 2/. 19s. 6d, 

* On the late peace ontfat Ciii&ent were alarmed at 
the news from the War OiGce, that Corps muit here- * 
Wucerf.*— They fear they must feed on jficklct and 
vinegarf instead o(turtCe and veiiison ; and that qua- • 
jifying them for light troops to run after Frenchmen, 
majf be their death, 
f The street* which croM Chester, from gates placed 
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The Sbow-num vaaku Proposab. 



To see anotlier Folio* fix*d, 
Or chained to Penticef stairs ; 

Where peopte as they run may read. 
Their proper weights and fares. 

The Man ey'd Majiy o'er again; 

With awkward bow drew near, 
And seem'd as if inclin'd to speak, 

Or whisper in her ear : 

But when his plan, with preface much, 

IJe ventured to advance ; 
She smil'd, and with a gentle pat, 

She knock'd him down at once. 



towards the cardiaal points are excavations, and tbe< 
rotos are a covered way, or vestibule, stolea from the 
front of each house, fonmng iu wet weatl)er, a con- . 
■venient thoroughfare, as well as a promenadt for those 
who, trnving little to do, are haunted by hunui, An* 
vivyrwch, Tcbdiwu Vita:, ^c. 

* The Iblio chained to the desk in the Abbey of 
St. VVerburgh, was fixed there tor the use of the 
poor, at a time when printing was in its infancy, and. 
bufiikS consequently scarce and dear ; and not, as illi- 
beral wit is so fond of suggesting* as a libel on the 
integrity of ihe Cestrians. 

t Civic Justice has resided for ages upon this spot 
(the Fmt'houtc) acLjoioing the church ol ^t. Peter, 
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IVf Mt out iv»a. 

Now Night approack'd, the waves oC Dee 

Declared tibe winds awake ; 
And HoQie, thou^ di$tant>^ hinted still. 

Another voyage take.. 

They pleas'd attended, ^* home in home," f 

ThiSy every ear has heard ; 
Nor clouds of Night, nor angry Dee, 

In thought —it's joys retard. 



erected upon the introduction of Christianity, upon 
the site of the Roman Pratorium, and in the area 
occupied by the Augur aiia. Patricians, &cc. : improve- 
ments highly honourable to the Corporation are now 
carrying on/ in consequence of which, this Lady 
holds her levee's, sees company, &c. at the Exchange. 

Ihe steps of this church are the daily and central 
ctmgress of chairmen, porters, &c. at this meeting' 
csiver^ little event, mistake, or accident, MFithin the- 
circuit of ten miles, is known immediately, as it were*. 
by enchant neut ; is insts .tly di&russed and final lyr 
settled ; and .to those for whom no Attueneum dis^ 
plays its stores— no Gazette arrives^-and. no Re- 
viewer caters— -these things are as important as Hie 
Politics of St. Cloud, or the arrangements of a new 
Blinistry. 

On this spot also, was the Cross, the Pillory, and 
the Conduit : a> curious combination of rdigioQ/ 
punishment, and festivity. ' 

t " Home is home," though ev^r so homely^ 
" And » fig tor my Lady Q^^mele^r*'' 
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A larger boot, with Bvils vnd oans^ 
Was laulick^d ^ith much ado ; 

And Mart Doid, when^t on^board^ 
Weighed half the twenty-tw©.* 

But £ertoae Btiti, the fickle dame. 
That holds the '< Loaves and Fishes^ 

Will sometimes with . inverted touch, 
Unhinge our favourite wishes. 

She now- on 'mischief, fully bent^ 
Her inmost thoughts omploy'd ; 

To close in wayward mood the Day, 
Which Wirral all enjoy'd. 

The tide ran in, the breeze was fair, 

The rising sails expanded ; 
They flew before the growing gale, 

But all at once were stranded. 



Here Fortune plac'd th' impeding shoal, 

Where Dee divided glides ; 
Hoird deep on either side the boaCt 



Her tftntaliKiog tides. 



No. of Pasiiagetwi 



36 

'I'M VpffOV* 

Now all that Fancy yet has form'd, 
Or tongues contrivM to sp^k ; 

And all the Muse has ever isungi ' 
To this dread scene b weak* 

Welsh, English, screams, and prayers, and 
Assail'd — confus'd the ear ; [cries, 

And distance formed, with blended roar, 
A second Babel here. 

Such was the uproar wild and loud, 

That fiil'd th' aflfright'd air ; 
That Tritons, in the tram of Dee, 

Got out of bed to stare. 

The Burton* people heard the din. 

They scampered to a man ; 
The women and the children too, 

Were all awakM and ran. 



* A Paiisb, Village, and point projecting into the 
Deei in the now neartj denoded Wirral.-^This pro> 
moQtery was formerly so thickly wooded -as to gire 
rise to the following distich :<^ 

" From Blacon Point, to Hilburee, 

" A squirrel might leap from tree totree."^ 
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They liaiu to Mtry** Aiutnce. 



They grop'd in vain to find their clodies^ 
(In haste there's nothing found) ; 

What feeling fair would hunt a co^t, 
Wheft Mart Dod's aground. 

In Bala* wigs— red worsted caps, 

In cotton folds enwrapp'd ; 
The men of Burton— careful folk,, 
- Had each his noddle capp'd* 

Good men and true— let no alarm 
From caps to Cranium's creep ; 

These redf hot caps— can only mean, 
That Burton men can sle?p» 

Through thick and thin they scour along^ 
Through fields of corn and hay ; 

And rolls and dumpUns, yet unborn, 
Were trampl'd on that day. 



* A flannel covering for^he bead, in iniitatioii 
•of a wig — - and latterly much worn io rural and 
humble life. 

t The red night-cap so common in cottages has 
nothing to do wilh the Bomiet rouge— for the Muse 
does not believe timt there is ai^ ounce of Jacobinism 
in the whole parish of Bortoiu 



Though ilutintikeBrd t&e roar { 
Stilt re4^ when the Vwweg cbU, 
Th^ CTomitd -to Ae jkoie. 

The ^^^tueB4MV|'U'ilenteia^c^ 
Delighted saw tbetn fly. 

On EmulftiaB'i iwiAest wii^ 
When Daqgat tm'4 hex cxy. 





MARY DOD 



Now Mart felt the trying Iiour, 
Ami trembling with dismay. 

Fell down, and on imploring knees, 
Lift up her ?oice to pray. 

One savage swore, that heedless heard 

This just appeal to God ; 
The boat got deeper in the mudr 

As down fell Mary Dod. 

A rambling saint, sedate and sleeky 

With grave unholy grin, 
Declar'd fhal Mart's velvet sides. 

Were one huge hcivp of mo. 
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• Tke Beaevolaice off Bigotry. '^ 

And farther said, with impious voice, 
They ne'er could hope to float, 

While that great Monster—mass immense, 
Should keep agrotmd the boat. 



He brought, as other pleaders do, 
What often Law commands ; 

A precedent* of men that threw 
Their Goddess on the sands. 










• In the parched year 946, the inhabitants of 
Hawardeu laid their petitions lor a shower, ut the 
leet of an image of the Virgin Mary, but thi.<$ Ma- 
dona not being properly fastened, unluckily fell, and 
killed the <jovemor of the Castle's Lady ; a trial, 
conviction, and conclemnation for murder, took place ; 
and to avoid the disgrace of hanging, it was agreed 
to leave this proxy of the Virgin on the sands ; but 
the sacred waters of Deva wafted it to Chester, where 
the inhabitants erected a cross to its honour, the pe- 
destal of which is still remaining on the Roodee (the 
spot where it landed) upon which appeared the fol- 
lowing Sternholdian history of the transaction :— 

The Jews their God did crucity, 
The Hdideners theirs did drown, 

*Cau«e with their wants she*d not supply. 
And lies under this cold stone. 

This beautiful semicircular spot (the Rooder) is 
the annual scene ol" Mirth and Festivity — of Chester 
Races, the Olympic games of this ^ide of Britaio. 
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Tlie SentcBce. 



Meek Charity oft pleads in vain,- 
The bigot's ne'er perplext'; * 

Hfe flies, a ready fort to find, 
In scripture's tortur'd* text. 

At once the Zealot's rage pronounc'd^ 
The dread portending word ; 

That Jonas like, to save the crew, 
She must go overboard. 



■dUi 



• When George Whitfield first Tisited America, 
Aleicander Gard^, 'of CharlestODt a man of •eu^tf 
and learning, but vrlio bad formerly been in the cop- 
per-trade, was the episcopal clergyman of the place. 
To put the people on their guard, he took occasion to 
poiik'oatto thciu the pernicious teudeocy of Wbit^ 
field's wild doctriues. He represented him as a re- 
ligions impostor, who bad an excellent knack of set- 
ting off to ac^ntage bi^ poisonous tenets.*— On tb€ 
other part, Whitfield, wbu had been nsed to reproach 
and opposition, recrioiinated with dooble acrimony 
and greater success. While Alexander Garden, to 
keep his flock from straying after this strange pastor, 
expatiated on these words of scripture—**' Thote that 
haoe turned the teorld upside down are feme hither 
a^so."— 'Whitfield, with ail the force of comic humour 
and Mit, for wliicb be was so eminently distinguished, 
by way of reply, enlarged npon these words—" AteX' 
ander, the Coppertmilh, hath done me much etil ; tlie 
Xord reuard him according to hit Works.*' 
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They l«ok out fi»r « Wlude. 



Now all on Mart turn'd their eyes, 

That heard again the tale ; 
And some, Heaven bless them».look'd abouttr 

As if to find a Whale. 

Poor Mary knew the Chapter well, 

And heard the dreadful wish ; 
But never yet had heard* that Dee, 

Had nurs'd so kind a fish. 

Alass no whale that ploughs the deep, 

Or ever wav^d a fin,. 
How'er disposM to save her life. 

Could take our Mary in. 

For though down such capaciousf throats^^ 

A full-fed man goes handy ; 
Yet such compar'd to Mary Don, 

At best is but a Dandy. 



• Mary, not being a Convey anceri did not know ' 
tliat Whales are among the contingent advantages of 
the Manor of Ince, near Chester, as appettrs from 
the advertisement for the sale of it, in October, 1803, 
" al! Waifs, Strays, Wrecks, Whales, &c. &c." 

t Newton, Ayr, June 8, 1797.—" Last Monday, 
two mca found, a hrge dead whale floating on the 
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PUcilory Wodden. 



Had MarV pl«i/d as Ariott* did, 
The sweetest Orthick strain 5 

To hcTy the Dolphins of the deep, 
Had aU approached -^iit vain. 

No acres now, as erst of fish, 
On Britain's confine ranges ; 

No ells of Eel, as Pliny says, 
Then gambord in the Ganges. 



sea, and brought it into Carrick sliore. He measures 
I'O feet iu length, and about 50 in breadth, and his 
titil 15 I'eet long. I saw about 20 men and wondeu 
jitunding in bis mouth, and nut uear full i ** 

Well indeed may the Whulley family add to their 
descriptive Coat of Arms, llie expres«ive luottv 

ISJiRACTJLIS PROFIJNDIS. 

• Arion, a ••kilful Musician of Antiquity, and inven- 
tor of the ('yct.ian CnoHus, lived in tin* reign oi 
PerianJer, 13'rant o: Corinth ; and wlitnon a voyage 
to vi.iit lla'.Y, the niariucr>» caihc to a determination 
to thro.v hi.n iiii'* the sejj, in order to divide his 
wealtji — he July bfs;,;ed lea\c to play one farewell 
strain, the Lex Orthia, which having don<:, lu- pluug- 
v.{\ uiin \r\s harp iuto the deep ; but a Dulphin, 
>xhich Iiad, arnor.tl others, Ji>tened \itJj delight 'othi-j 
" Dhini: .Su-a»," tarried him on his bad: shIc on shore.' 

•' Ut llF.Ievura MIserum FAtuni .SOLitonqve 

"* J. V.M»ip< Kvi : Sil dulcii Mu^ica noiter Amor.** 



TlMKrakin. 

Yet Guthiie's* modem pen describes^. 

A moving isle, the Krakiu; f 
And Salop[s sons, who read the; book» 

Suppose a living Wrekin. § 

But such the Muse has never seen, 
These shallow shores to pester ; 

No Fair, as j'et, nor oven a Race, 
Has e'er brought one to Chester. 

* Author of a Geographical Grammar. 

♦ The existance ofthe <ene)rmous Krekin or Kra- 
kiu, chiefly depends on the authority ot'Pontopiddan, 
a Norwegian Bishop : his breadth* suf)po5ing him to 
be oval, or crab-like> is said to be 1^600 feet, his 
-height 300. 

Dcbis, in his description of Faroe, is also cited 
fur ibe existence of certain islands, which.occasionallj 
• appear and vanish in '<he Nurthtfrn seas, which ap- 
pearances the natives attribute to the Devil, and 
call the sea mischitf^^nnd this can only be accounted 
for, by theejtisteiice ofthe Krakin, in which opinion, 
wc are also confirmed by a passage quoted by Dr. 
liierna, a learned Swede, from llaron Urippenheim ; 
*' But this, to the Bava Balha, mentioned in the 
iaJtuud, if a very shrimp.** 

The steuch of a dead Krakin is said to have de- 
pof'UKircd a Iatug 'ii-^iricl in Icfland. 

^ A HiJ] in Shiop^birc— the kind and comprehen- 
sive toHSt, ♦* All Friend.s Hfound Uie Wrek;n,*' is 
wttii'kiiov.u. 
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TheAacd. 

Yet now and then— a curious fish^ 
(Some Tourist of the waters). 

Sets out to know how-iblk onfihore. 
Contrive to manage mattors. 

One came and crept to creeks and bajs, 
(Like other sons of science) , 

And daring even the shoals of Dee^ 
Set danger at defiance* 

He little— though an Angel* bom, 
Knew what the Fates were brewing ; 

That Chester would his Levee crowd, 
His uncouth carcase viewing. 



* An Angel, a Monk Fiab, wa&taken in the Dee, ia 
'1761, by some fishermen, and the following .hand- 
bill (written by the late Mr. Pennant) distributed 
in Chester :— 

To THE CuRioua. 
To be seen at the Upper White Bear, .in Bridge- 
slrcet, in this city, now on its way to the Royal 
Society, the stupendous Sea Monster, taken mli re 
on the coa6t of North Wales ; it is the most amaaing 
Prodigy (he great deep ever produced, being headed 
like A bull-dog, mouthed like the ravenous shark, and 
iiriued witli a I'uur-fold row of teeth ; it has a breast 
Jike hun.au kind, wings ]ike tho^c of an eagle, and a 
tail very like that oi a fish ; it could fly« walk, and 
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That Britain's iidaad— Sevem'st sons. 
Would all be put in cwdoD ; 

To see a mohsttouft modein Monk, 
That left his iiative 



The Saint agasB, ;n^e8lt6i«^6aid^ 
That ships htAfunk mi^ evil ; 

And that thoy, thtn, bad m the boat* 
In Mary's shape«*««die Devil. 

Poor Mary still was on her kniecsy 

In dreadful trq>idaiion; 
Of slips in love, and tiifUng faults. 

She made an odd confession. 



•wnn, and was so fierce as to keep three men At hay 
ioT two hours, before it could be taken.-^This aina- 
fttiig monster has given the gnatest satisfmctWH to all 
that hRve viewed it, and may now b^ seen at the 
small expence of 3d. 

N. B. llie proprietor of > this wonder is willing to 
oblige persons by bringing it to ihcir houses* on pac- 
ing doable price. 

t When the Angel or Monk had literally become 
V stinking fish,** the skin was taken off, sluJfed, and 
vxhibitcd with advairtage, at Worre-ter and (^rher 
places. — Anxl being raibef a cnrio>iry on the sea 
coast, it was truly so in the inlar.d parts of rhc 
kingdom. 
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Whatever distress the ciew were ioy 

All laugh'd aloud ai that ; 
Surprised that Love could find a hearty. 

So hid in fold$ of kt* 

They thought whatever the Urchin shot^ 
That all bis hopes were cross'd ; 

That all his darts, like Ehud's sword, t 
In Mary's sides — were lost. 

Poor human kind, we are all to blame,. 

Our faults need not be heightened ; 
And those that tMnk, need not be told, 

That Mary Dod was frightcn'd. 



t Judges, 3d Chapter, verses 16, 17, 21, and ??. 

16. But £hnd made him a dagger, which had twA - 
odge«, of a cubit lengtJi ; aiid he did gird it uodcr / 
his raiment upon his riglit thigii. 

17. And he brought the prtr«nt auto Bglon, kiof 
of Moab : and Bglon was a vert tai man. 

21. And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took 
the dagger from his right thigh, and tJinist it iotc^ 
his belly. 

22. And the haj\ aNo went in after the blade ; and 
tiie fat closed upon the bUde, so that h« COttUl net' 
draw the dagger out of his belly. 



4d 

The Mvie dep i eonw Sctndal. 



fii such an hour she star'd, appal'd, 
Though worth itself— lo<A-d wild r 

And stiirin Guilt's nefarious ways. 
Like Glumdalclitch;* a child. 

Whatever came out in broken hints. 

The moral Muse is mute ; 
No Scandal, with envenom'd voices 

Shall e'er her page pollute. 

May Heaven, that taught her tuneful tongue^- 

To move in mcasux'd strain ; 
Again resume the blissful bc^n. 

Whene'er it plants a pain. 

The crew, by fear, the bigot led,. 

To Mary now drew near ; 
But how to lift thoir victim up, . 

Was not, as yet; so clear; 

One hop'd their- strength, united force. 

Might in the end prevail ; 
If one great effort, well was made, 

They surely could not fail. 



Vide Swift's GulUver, 



itai 
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The Consultation. 



One talk'd of tackle round her waist , 

But that a weight so vast, 
Would, in the act of hoisting up, 

Bring down the strongest mast. 

A thousand plans were now proposed, 

(Inventions every shift) ; 
But THAT, their every scheme defy'd, 

Which Cranes* alone could lift. 

And how the thing was to be done, 

Tu counsel deep thi^y fell ; 
For not a tongue in twenty- two^ : 

Pretended yet to tell. 

In this dilemma, leave them Muse, 
O'er Maiiy's watry grave ; 

For thee, -Heaven opes a happier scene, 
Thy dear delight — to save. 



* It may be necessary to inform ray readers, re- 
mote from Commercial situations, and who under- 
stand this \Tord as the name of a bird only— that it 
is also applyed to machines, con:>tructed to rai*e 
heavy articles into waggons, ships, &c. &c. 

II 



so 

TlieVUoBLflC Viitie. 



Th' involving douds of Night dispersM, 

Around a radiance shone ; 
And Mart^ stiU at earnest prayer, 

SeemM as if left alone^ 

An Angel Herald, read aloud^ 

Her deeds of good — her merits ; . 

VFhen siidden, at the summons blest, .. 
Came groups of sainted spirits. 

Her aged Patient first approach'd, . 

With Angel sweetness smil'd, 
And clasp'd to his paternal breast, . 

His long support-— his child. 

Itf azure vests, on silver wtDgs, 

Two Orphans next appeared ; 
With more than mother's fondness nurs'd; 

T6 Mary's soul endear'd. 

• 

They stretch'd their friendly pinions wide, 

They, rais'd her drooping head. 
They grasp'd the ha^d that prop'd thdr youth>^ 

Their helpless childhood fed* . 




Mtry ComfoiteA. 



They saw, delight'd — gaz'd again, 

The face they lov'd so dear ; 
They sooth*d the storm that sweli'd herbreast^ 

And dried the failing tear. 

The next, a fair and manly form. 

Came floating on the surge, 
And stretch'd a Arm, and sinewy arm. 

The tardy boat to urge. 

This youth, an infant orphan too, 

By Mary's kindness rear'd : 
' On such his country leans for aid, 
nris such her foes have fear'd. 

Their parent, Mary's sister now, 

Had left the abodes of bliss, 
And gently laid, on Mary's lips, 

A Mother's grateful kiss. 

A crowd of fairy cherubs came. 

She'd often seen at Wakes ; 
•They'd often met her friendly smile, 
And eaten of her cakes. 
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The Herrenly Group re-ascend. 



With looks of comfort, words of hope, 

A grateful crowd attended ; 
.Whom Mary, in her useful life, 

Had Christian-like befriended. 

And Deva, by celestial sounds, 

Attracted to the boat ; 
Came followed by a train of waves, 

That set it soon afloat. 

It mov'd, Despair gave place to Jo}-, 

. It left obstructing strands ; 
The Heavenly Host— exulting rose, 
And clap'd their hallo w'd hands. 





M*1RY *1T HOME. 



The Muse again, to earth returns, 

To paths by Mortals trod ; 
And homeward guides, with happier steps, 

The worthy Mary Dod. 

The breezes that, in steering home, 

Had bred the briny riot, 
Were pass'd, and glossy Dec declar'd, 

The weari'd Winds were quiet. 

The crew reviv'd, again regained, 

Their sunk dejected spirits ; 
The Saint— though sav'd, will never own, 

'Twas done by Mary's Merits. 
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An lUwcntiag Tde. 



. A City* once, was long besieg'd, 

At stake was life and fame ; 
The Muse, with pride, repeats a tale, 

That decks the Female name. 

Its brave defenders lost the town, 
And such was Mercy's measure ; 

That Women only left the place. 
But might bring out their treasure. 

Their foes beheld, surpris'd and pleased, 

(So generous are the brave ;) 
Each Fair a father, lover, friend, 

Or brother, neighbour, save. 

It well had been for that sad town, 
Had Mary Dod, there tarry *d ; 

And better still, in that dread hour, 
If Mary had been marry 'd. 

She'd come, if through the gate she could, 
A Camel back'd by dozens ; 

Her husband, as the first good man, 
Behind him all their Cousins. 

* Vide Spectator. 
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The Moon loolct tt Mary. 



Now Luna, who with lazy stq>s, 

Up Broxton* hills had crept ; 
Shone bright— as if to take a peep,f ' 

At Maky, ere she slept. 

Got home : her good-and grateful heart 

Obey'd its best director ; 
She rais'd her voice (her neighbours heard)j 

And thankM her blest Protector. 

They crowd'd— lisfcen'd to her tale, 
Though long,. no soul— was weary; 

So happy were they, one and all, 
To find at home— their Mary. 

One firm resolve, she since has made, 

To go no more to Gayton, 
Iii boat or barge— to Fair or Wake, 

And can't in Coach or Phaeton. 



• Eminences, near Chester. 
t There can be no doubt (whatever becomes of this^ 
little Vohirae) that future Antiquaries will discoveir • 
Mary's voyage to Gayton, in the Heraldry of the 
Dods, viz — Argent, on a fess Gules, three Crescents^ 
or, between two Coltises Wavey, sable. The Mooa-^ 
peeping at Mary will be found iu the Cre«ceiili» ■ 
^ukI the wateis ef Dee, in the Cuttise& Wa vs«»w . 
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Mary'* Nap. 

And such a trying, toiling Day, 

A Sampson's self had tir'd ; 
And Rest might creep to Mary's thoughts^ 

Without being much inspired. 

The Carriers* early come from "Wales, 
That heard th' unusual roaring ; 

Were told — by those that knew it well, • 
That Mary Dod was snoring, - 

Of such a glorious Nap as this, 

No restless, broken, slumbers ; 
The world has never heard in song. 

Ne'er yet been told in numbers. • 

'Tis thus that Mary's blameless breast, 

On every bedf reposes ; 
And cider. soft> even chafF or straw, 

To hery arc beds of roses. 



• The Carriers from the dilfereiit parts of Wales, 
passed Mary's dwelling in Haudbridge, one oi 
the suburbs of Chester. 

t The humblest Cottager will iiow be surprised to 
Mad that William de Aylesbury, held lands in Ayles- 
bury, by the Sergeanty of finding btraw for the- 
•King's hed, and to strau) his chamber. 

Brotik, a French Author, A. son lit, thiaks wcIL • 
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.a^MitobMawi— ma— afaBTT'ii i7- Tarawa— ■ 



Th^ ^tete « IMtltace. 



And oBCe to sl^ep, like Mary Do©, 

To close his hiaUnted eyes ; 
What worlds would wakeful Guilt but give, 

But this thejMkitg:t deiues. 

Still, stili, unseen the gutrdian Group, 

That sav'd her in the boat, 
Direct her stefW'^-and round her bed, 

On Seraph pinions float. 



From, the Jhrench of Monsieur Brock, 

TO HIS BED. 

Though great tiiy different Powers appear 
To raise the Sigh, or check the Tear, 

Replete with Joy and Sorrow j 
To-day thy Bosom shall contain 
Exulting Pleasure's ileeting Train : 

Desponding Grief— lo-morrou;. 

Yet know, 'tis not thy downy Tliroue, 
'J'is not thy soft Embrace alone. 

The troubled Breast composes ; 
For whate'er Dress thy Shape adorns, 
'lis Vice that makes the Bed of Thornf, 

And Virttit: — that of lUses. 

t Bonaparte, we arc told, has tliirtecn bieds alway 
ready— that his " down lying and up rising may be 
unknown,** and the cautious regimen of his kitchen, 
to guard against poison, is a Science. What rational 
being would exchange the safe tranquility of a Cot- 
tage, for the torture of St. Cloud— and th^ rack of 
Ambition ? 

I 
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An Andent Custom* 



Thus ^sweetly,* on the lap of Night, 

Do Labour's limbs recline ; 
And gaily greets the earliest beams, 

That on his. cottage shine. 

Blest are these dajrs for humble folk, 
That pledge their mutual vows ; 

They, now can sing, like Scotland's sons, 
An undivided^ spouse. 

No Chieftain now, here claimsf to share, 

Their dear domestic joys ; 
No petty despot's iron paw, 

The cottage calm destroys. 



• " Mel3's hiin gweithiwr.— Adage ; 
" The sweet Sleep of Labour." 

<S Among the many pleasing and characteristic 
strains of this part of the kingdom (Scotland) there 
is one wjiich seems to allude to the Marcheta Mulie- 
rum, " Wife of my Own." 

t It is probably unknown to the generality of rus- 
tic readers, that, in ancient times, the Lords of the 
soil in Scotland, claimed the first night's lodging with 
the bri'de, on the marriage of a Vassal or VUlain's 
daughter, and that this custom continued till the 
reign of Malcolm the third, or Canmore, whose 
Queen is said to have effected its abrogation : and 
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Improved State of the Poor. 



But justice spreads o'er all alike, 
Her strong, protecting shield ; 

To her decisions —firm and fair 
The Prince and Peasant yield J 



that her Majesty should have exerted herself in a 
matter that tceoched so ujiteriully pii lier rights, ii 
likelv enou'rb. 

III that amusing part of tiie study of Law (Tenures) 
there is much upon this subject, and Blackslonc sup- 
poses that tlie tenure called Borough English, by 
which tho youngest son succeeds to his father's pro- 
perty, has u reference to this cnsLom, and to the cert 
Idintij of the last child being hisoio/i. 

Some J.aw \vritcrs have also suj)posed that the 
MnvchcUi jniirirnim of tlie Scotcli ; -the Li/re wijts 
amonw the Shkous ; and tlie Aninh)' Mcrch of Ancient 
Britain and Wales, are a fine or commutation for 
this custom, though I find hut on;', arlicle to prove 
that the custom «'veT prevailed in Soutiiern Britain ; 
hut as a fine to tiie I.ord, on the marriage of a daugh- 
ter of those that held uu'.ler him — tlie Gicohr March, 
or maiden rent, is still paid in the Manors of Dine- 
vor and Bucllt, in South Wales, in the former it is 
ten siiillings. 

In the county of Flint also, Richard de Pulestoa, 
Jield the Manor of Worthybury, in Maelor Saesneg, 
nnder the Kins;, by certain services, and bv Amtuo' 
hro^inm (the latinised Awobr) which amounted to 
live shillings. 

* Of this, the late Governor Wall, is among many^ 
a recent instance : at a Setllemei)t in a di-^tant quar- 
ter of the Globe, n private soldier died by cxccjs v>f 
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Lords of their ov9i— their Country's carQi 
Unknown the word, distrest ; 

For should a hapless lot be theirs, 
Shet takes- them to her broast* 

l^or only to external good 

Are all her cares confin'd ; 
She hails an union— Worth and Wealth, 

That cheers, improves their mind.* 



•paBtshmefit, under his order*— and Wall* after an in- 
terval of 1^0 years, was tried^ conderoaed— and (not- 
Mrithstanding all that rank, wealth, and influence, 
could do to save him) executed. 

$ Before the Reformation temp. Henry 8, the Mo- 
nasteries were among the favorite alktdes of CHarity>, 
as a sub^itute for this, upon the dissolution of them, 
the statutes called the Poor Laws, were enacted ; and 
in no other country in the >iH>r)d is there a legal 
provision for indigence— and I ti^ish it could be said 
•thait thU comprehensive beneficence originating iiil 
the best principle of our nature, did not operate 
luuch as a bonus to profligacy and idleness. 

• Tb« nuinerous and iu many instances magnifi- 
cent eleemosynary bequests of our ancestors, an(| 
the activi:* beneficence of the preseut dav, has not 
only provided rojief for every Corporeal Calamity, 
hut has extended its qare to the Mind. At a Free- 
School founded by a worthy man, who began Vth 
without a friend and \^ilUout a shilling, I receive^ 
•o educaliou of ujite mouthy— and l aekooRled^ 
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The M«M aMcM Swmen. 



Now ye whose Bret^d on ocean floats. 

However hi^ in spiritSy 
Se XDue, and never go to sea^ 

Without your List of Merks, 

' ' ' 'II' min i n. 

this blessing with the traest gratitude, for the bappi- 
iiess of which (notwithstaiiding every ciFCurasitaBQe 
of external depression) it has been the inexhaustible 
scource. 

That our Country in eur duy, is blessed by the 
very essence of Charity, the following instance which- 
appeared in the public Papers of 1792, is such as 
should reconcile the sourest Misanthrope to the world : 

The Societ}' for propagating Christian Knowledge 
in the Highlands of Scothlud, b*is received notice tl.iat 
a person had devoted to the use of this society, the 
sum of I0,000i. Bank stock, which is worth 12,000f. 
sterling. The person who cominnmcated this iiitelli- 
geuce, was I. Hawkins Brown, Esq. M. P. who said 
he was ready to pay the money in the nianni'r the 
donor appointed, but was not at liberty by any means 
to give up the name of the donor, nor to say whether 
he was alive or deadi or whether this great 50111 was 4 
gift, or a bequcit. 

And my readers in the vale of humility, often 
pass their hour, of relaxation -in readinir, without 
knowing that it is a Luxury unknown to their ances- 
tprs, even at a late j>eriod.— There was a time, and 
•that not remote, when Bishops could not write their 
■ names, and Learning for ages made so slow a pro- 
gress in England, that, to encourage it, tlie capital 
{)art of a puui:>hmciit was remitted if the cauainal 
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And though the Muse to you prescribes, 

This first and best sea store ; 
There's none that have a grain of scKse^ 

Without a list on shore. 

For though these may not Mary like, 

- On strands, in storms have panted ; 
The Muse repeats a solemn truth. 

It WILL AT LAST BE WANTED. 

By thought unform'd, by eye unseen, 

By Mortal ear unhcarcf ; 
The lasting bliss— ye good, your Heaven, 

Is Mary Dod's reward. 



cpuld rfadj and this is what in Law Language, is call- 
ed " Benefit of Cicfiiv,*' a;i»! so scarce were Ma- 
n;iscrij«ts at the limo of the Ctrnqurst, thai Grace 
Countess of Anjou, gave ','<>> Slieep, a quarter '»{ 
Wiic-at, another ol live, i.nd a third ol Mulct, for a 
•Muall collectii'U of iluiuiiics. 
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IN THE PRESS, 
and speedily will be published, 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 
(in 2»Vob. Octato) 
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